
Poughkeepsie Farm Project, in Poughkeepsie NY, seeks Garden 
Educators 

Poughkeepsie Farm Project is a farm-based non-profit organization committed to 
cultivating a just and sustainable food system in the Mid-Hudson Valley. On our 
member-supported farm in the City of Poughkeepsie, we grow fresh vegetables and 
fruit for our CSA, train future farmers, provide hands-on educational programs, and 
improve access to healthy locally-grown food. 

Our education department is seeking applicants with a passion for food justice and environmental education to 
implement our new after-school garden clubs in City of Poughkeepsie schools. Reporting to the Education 
Manager, this energetic, passionate, and forward-thinking educator will teach academically-aligned garden 
classes to a diverse, 1st-5th grade student population. The Garden Educator will be responsible for all aspects of 
students’ experience, and for developing strong partnerships with school personnel and families.  
 
Responsibilities include:  
 

• Leading two 1-hour garden-based education classes after-school, 4 days a week 
• Helping to create and modify after-school curriculum as needed 
• Guiding students through propagation, planting, cultivation and maintenance of the garden 
• Facilitating the set-up of teaching spaces and supplies each day, followed by the clean-up, inventory of 

materials each day 
• Modeling respect and curiosity for learning; encouraging student’s interests and talents 
• Collaborating with program team to create and implement a cohesive learning experience for 

participants 
• Monitoring, documenting and reporting on all activities 

 
Desired Skills and Experience:  

• A bachelor’s degree or corresponding experience – with demonstrable work experience in 
environmental education, education, or related field 

• At least 2-3 years of facilitation or teaching experience with youth aged 6-10 (outdoor group 
management experience preferred) 

• Knowledge and skills in small-scale organic food production or home gardening 
• Knowledge of or interest in topics including urban gardening, botany, environmental science, health and 

nutrition, food systems, food justice 
• Demonstrated ability to work with diverse populations including youth and adults 
• Strong oral and written communication skills, including public speaking skills 
• Ability to work independently and be flexible 
• Strong organizational and time management skills 
• Proficiency in spoken and written Spanish preferred 

 
This is a contract position for the 2017-2018 school year with the ability to be renewed for up to five years (or 
more if the funding is renewed). Garden Educators will be paid $20 to $30 per hour, depending on experience. 
The schedule will be up to 20 hours (approximately 1:30-5:30pm daily) per week while school is in session. 
There is a possibility of expanded hours for special projects or new initiatives as funding opportunities allow. 
 
Please apply by emailing a resume, cover letter, and three professional references (email addresses and phone 
numbers) including evidence of your experience gardening and teaching. Please also email us a relevant lesson 
plan that you have taught by October 20 at Jamie@farmproject.org and Ellie@farmproject.org.  


